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¢ ¢"T Yhis know also, that in the last days perilous times
shall come.” II Tim. 3:1

This text has been used multiple times in days gone by as
writers of these Sign Posts endeavored to enlighten their readers
on the many signs announcing the second coming of Jesus. It is
not hard to imagine how some those in former days might easily
conclude that Hitler could very well have been the antichrist.
He was most assuredly driven by that same spirit along with his
contemporaries, Mussolini and Stalin. Hitler was also obsessed
with an intense hatred of the Jews. History proves that these
wicked men were not the antichrist, but they most assuredly had
many of the same characteristics which will be manifest in this
man of sin who will shortly be revealed. The above quotation from
[I Timothy 3 asserts that the end times will be “...perilous,...” or
“fierce, hard to deal with, hard to bear, furious.” Paul then lists
no less than a 20 point definition of such peril, beginning with “...
lovers of their own selves...” and ending with “...Having a form
of godliness, but denying the power thereof:...” He then adds two
more: “Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of
the truth.” All these characteristics describe the furious or fierce
attitudes of people and they are very much in evidence among all
nations of the world at this very hour.

But what is different from the 30°s and 40’s of yesteryear
when compared with present day world conditions? Many of
that day did most assuredly have the second coming of Jesus
uppermost in their minds. They, too, saw many of the signs which
Paul used to describe the “...perilous times...” of these “...last
days...” They, too, were aware of Jesus’ message to His disciples
defining conditions of the last days in Matt. 24, such as deception
and great conflicts among the nations. However, The Master also
included other signs which are completely beyond the control
of men, such as “...famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes,



in divers places.” Matt. 24:7 Jesus also added these comments
taken from Luke’s gospel, as He described things which are far
beyond the control of natural man, declaring that “...great signs
shall there be from heaven.” Lk. 21:11

Many writings from the days of yore mentioned above
especially address the end time atmosphere of the nations as
described by God’s Word. Consider the following excerpts from
a 1937 issue of Grace and Glory just prior to WW2, which began
in 1939, wherein Mary M. Bodie primarily enlarges on the Jews
of the Hitler era. This account bears strong resemblance to the
current Russian invasion of Ukraine, and some have likened
Putin’s treatment of the Ukrainians to that of Hitler’s victims.

"Jews Fear Exodus." The greatest persecution of ali the ages
threatens the Jewish people today. And for this reason—They are
scattered in so many different parts of the world—and not really
wanted in any place..... The Nazi drive against the Jews in Germany
still continues; while the smaller countries also—Rumania, Lithuania,
Austria, Hungary, Iraq and Syria, are also demanding that the Jews
leave their countries. Palestine is their only hope—and we say, God is in
this. It is their home.... The anti-Semitic wave is spreading everywhere.
Some Christians even are doing their bit to put it over, which we say
is a shame to them.... When Jews were massacred in Germany by the
myriad because they were supposed to be responsible for the Black
Plague, hundreds of thousands found refuge in Poland. We have
had such an illustration just recently of them fleeing from the fierce
persecution of Hitler to the more tranquil regions of France, Britain,
America and Holland. The Red Sea has always opened its waters and
made a way out of danger at the critical moment. So it will be at the
present time.... Mussolini has shown the peoples of Europe what he will
do to a defenseless, unprepared people. It will ever remain a disgrace to
Italy and all Europe that they allowed the subjugation of Ethiopia.... All
is Far From Well in the Soviet Regime, is a news item. The Five Year Plan
shows signs of utter collapse. Stalin and those associated with him are
striving for absolute despotism and are preparing to execute, or exile
all those ruthless associates who might stand in their way. The lust
for power grows in every avenue of life;... What of the United States,
If Europe Goes to War? Yes, that is the question that is bothering this

peace-loving people, because, though there is an apparent lull now,
there is no doubt that war will come.... Hitler is said to have stored



up in secret reservoirs and munitions dumps a far greater supply of
war materials than the Kaiser ever had. And observers of European
developments no longer discuss whether the next war will come, but
rather WHEN and WHERE.... And the big question for the United States
is—Would it involve us? Would another 1914 for Europe bring another
1917 for the United States? Will we, Can we keep out? We say, NO.
We did not keep out before, and more, we will not attend to our own
business as men put it, in the future. All the world will be in WAR. It
is a safe guess because IT IS WRITTEN IN THE SCRIPTURES. God has
said that all the WORLD SHALL BE IN WAR. When? We cannot say;
but we have the answer to the question, where? Palestine will be
the battle ground of the great battle of the ages, though as we have
intimated, there may be a lesser war before the last and terrible one
comes. Anyway whatever men do, or say, Conflict lies ahead. There is
no escape, not even by prayer, or repentance. In due time war will be
at the gates of the world. Rebellion against God and apostasy from all
divine revelation will be the state of the people....”

The world now knows that war did indeed transpire,
but as the author here noted, it would be “...a lesser war before
the last and terrible one comes.” That last war is a reference to
Armageddon, which will not be fought until the end of the 7 year
week of tribulation prophesied in Dan. 9:27. That final week will
begin only after King Jesus takes His throne in heaven.

There are many voices currently proclaiming that the
world is on the threshold of WW III. The following headline
appeared in the Free Press Journal: 'World War lil has begun', says
Kremlin state media after sinking of Russian warship Moskva.” Then
follows these comments from Olga Skabeyeva, one of Putin's top
media figures in the tightly controlled state-run Russian media, in

regard to the current war in Ukraine. "What it’s escalated into can
safely be called World War Three. That’s entirely for sure. Now we are
definitely fighting against NATO infrastructure, if not NATO itself. We
need to recognize that."

While there are once again quite a number of similarities
between world conditions now and those of 1937, it is also quite
clear that evil and ungodliness has most assuredly escalated
between then and now. Sister Bodie does mention the social

rebellion of that day, writing that, “The World Grows Worse and
Worse Every Day in Every Way, as any honest person will admit. Crime,



in its most unnatural aspects, increases more and more. Nudism,
vulgarity, wickedness and wantonness in every form is overflowing our

land as well as all lands.” This godly woman, along with a multitude
of her contemporaries, would be appalled at the increase of
unrestrained violence and despicable social behavior manifest
at this present time. Easter weekend boasted three major mass
shootings in three different cities and such things occur in some
cities like Chicago on a daily basis. Many politicians clamor for
“gun control,” but more and more of them are finally recognizing
that the real problem is a failure to prosecute known and blatant
law-breakers. Many present day crimes are committed by teen
agers and one element defining the aforementioned perilous times
is children being “...disobedient to parents...” When respect for
authority is not learned at home, such rebellion will automatically
be leveled against society as is seen in our present world.

Sis. Bodie mentions “..Nudism, vulgarity, wickedness...”
in general terms, but the societal wickedness of that day came
nowhere near that which has developed around the entire world
in recent years. Gay marriage would have been unheard of at that
time but it 1s common practice today and godly men are required
by law to acknowledge the “rights” of those who are involved in
this ungodly and rebellious practice, which God has denounced as
“...the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor (maltreat:--despise,
dishonour, suffer shame,) their own bodies between themselves:”
Rom. 1:24 God is even more emphatic in condemning this practice
in the Old Testament. “If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth
with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination:...”
Lev. 20:13 Verses 15-16 of this same chapter put this practice on
the same level as “... if a man lie with a beast,... And 1f a woman
approach unto any beast, and lie down thereto,...” There are a
number of things that Paul listed in II Tim. 3, defining “perilous
times,” which easily apply here, such as “...boasters, proud...
unholy... Without natural affection... despisers of those that are
good...lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God...”

Neither had the term “transgender” been coined at that
time, but that assertion has become rampant in recent months and
is a direct act of rebellion against God, for it means that the Great



Creator has made a mistake, as some openly cry “God made
me this way.” No, He did not! Scripture is very clear that it is
impossible for God to fail or make anything close to an error! It
is men who make wrong choices.

This same record from 1937 also includes a reference to
weather and earthquakes of which Jesus warned in these last days.
However, it surely does seem that the intensity and frequency of
those signs has also increased according to modern day reports.
It is also quite clear from the account of 1937 that there is no hint
of the idea that man had caused these catastrophes. However,
the bombardment from men claiming that “man made climate
change,” is responsible for all these “end time signs,” which
only God can control, has become a steady diet for all peoples
around the entire planet Earth. It may also be concluded that
the restrictions imposed due to “global warming” are deliberately
used to exert control over all mankind. That should come as no
surprise, for the spirit of antichrist is becoming more and more
evident in every passing day and his agenda can be summed up in
one word: “CONTROL!” Therefore, it is not hard to ascertain
that quite a number of world leaders today have great ambition
and 1ntention to occupy the head position of the looming “one
world government.”

Russian President Putin and President Xi Jinping of China
have not made any attempt to hide their intention of presiding
over that government. Right now, Putin is at the forefront and is
using the threat of nuclear war as a tactic trying to force a great
number of nations to bow before his demands. It has been stated
previously 1n these pages that the fullness of the nuclear war of
which he warns will not occur until well into the tribulation period.
Though he may indeed use both nuclear and chemical weapons
on a limited basis, they will not produce the destruction of planet
earth. Only God will open that door, and only He will be able to
stop the destruction as Jesus prophested: “And except those days
should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved:...” Matt.
24:22

Some experts and critics believe that Pres. Putin is
“bluffing” as he threatens the nuclear war mentioned above, the



reason being that the Russian military is reported to be weak and
in disarray. His rhetoric then would be a reaction to fear, panic,
and uncertainty. This man can certainly be identified by a number
of elements in Paul’s list describing “perilous times,” such as “...
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,...trucebreakers, false
accusers, incontinent, (out of control) fierce,...” He would not
be a candidate for being the antichrist with credentials such as
these, for no one trusts him, and the nations are desperately trying
to find a way to curtail his intentions. It seems that no one 1s of
the opinion that he will stop his advances if he gains any success
in Ukraine.

There 1s also the possibility that the pressure put on the
nations by these events might force them to find some semblance
of peace. David prophesied, “Why do the heathen rage, and the
people imagine a vain thing?”” Psa. 2:1 The heathen or Gentile
Nations are surely raging today, and the “...vain thing,” especially
refers to Israel and their longings for peace. Paul likewise wrote
this warning to the Thessalonians. “For when they shall say, Peace
and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.” I Thess.
5:3 Since Paul addressed these words to those who will be taken
out of this world before the start of tribulation, does it signify that
there just might be some peaceful co-existence among the nations
and Israel just prior to the day of destruction? Will rebellious
men such as Putin realize the need for some kind of peaceful
resolution to the current chaos prevailing at this present time?
Some also wonder if China 1s simply watching this controversy
in Ukraine unfold, waiting to make their own decision in regard
to Taiwan. More questions than answers, to be sure, but such
a possibility 1s something to look for and would be a cause for
rejoicing because a tranquil world atmosphere would signal the
return of Jesus before the destruction of great tribulation arrives.

Paul, however, does mention a tremendous word of caution
ifsuchatimeofpeace and safety should arrivein ourday. “Therefore
letus not sleep, as do others;...” The little word “therefore” means
because of this time of peace and safety, men might be deceived
into letting down their guard, not realizing that such peace will



be very short lived. He is speaking here to Christians for only
believers sleep. Sinners are dead in trespasses and sins. He then
exhorts those who would be alert, to “...watch and be sober. For
they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are
drunken in the night.” Though there may be a short lull in the
trouble and difficulty prevailing in the world at that time, the world
1s still on the very threshold to the door of tribulation which will
shortly envelop it. The apostie then endeavors to arm all those
who will listen against all the elements outlined for the “perilous
times” outlined above. “But let us, who are of the day, be sober,
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the
hope of salvation.” There is no substitute for knowing the light,
faith, and hope of God’s Word. Finally Paul declares that “...
God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by
our Lord Jesus Christ,” I Thess. 5:6-9 The salvation of which
he speaks is not deliverance from hell, for these Thessalonians
were mature saints who had been walking in the truth of God’s
Word for some time. Rather, this is a reference to the wrath of
the tribulation wherein God’s people were never appointed to be,
but because the Church as a whole has not heeded the warnings of
Scripture, the bulk of it will be found in the innumerable company
of Rev. 7 where they are identified as “...they which came out of
great tribulation,...” Rev. 7:14

So today our eyes must be directed constantly heavenward,
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;” Titus 2:13

The End Is Near

Our redemptions draweth nigh.
Flash the news o’er earth and sky.
Soon we’ll lay our armour by
At His call, and upward fly.

Soon we’ll hear the angels sing.
Join their song; make heaven ring,
As we greet our Bridegrooom, King,
Joy cometh in the morning.



10

Wonder Of Wondesrs
T. B. Lennon
C6 The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath
are the everlasting arms.” Deut. 33:27

To some, this is just a piece of exalted
English prose; but to a believer, it is the wonder of wonders.
That the eternal God should forget my sins and remember me is
of all wonders the greatest. Marvelous! How can it be? He has
forgotten my sins, but remembers me. I think it 1s well for us to
cultivate more the spirit of wonder. Wonder is one of the doors
into the temple of praise, adoration, thanksgiving and worship.
The trouble with many of us is, that we have ceased wondering.
Ruskin says, "I would rather live in a cottage and wonder at

everything than live in Warwick Castle and wonder at nothing."

It 1s so easy to drift into apathy and dullness, and lose
our enthusiasm, our freshness. Little sympathy have I with the
man who never wonders. Someone has said, "We are exposed
to a great danger today — the dying out of the sense of surprise.
The best way to rescue life from littleness is to associate oneself
with something large." As did Isaiah when he said in Isaiah 40,
"Lift up your eyes on high and see who hath created these that
bring out their host by number. He calleth them all by name, by
the greatness of His might; and for that He is strong in power,
not one i1s lacking. Why sayest thou, O Jacob and speakest, O
Israel, my way is hid from Jehovah? and the justice due to me is
passed away from my God? Hast thou not known? Hast thou not
heard? The Everlasting God, Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of
the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary. It is He that sitteth on the
circle of the earth. All nations are as nothing before Him; they are
a mere drop in the bucket. He taketh up the Isles as a little thing.
He weigheth the mountains and holds the ocean in His hand and
metes out heaven with a span." Such is our God.

Do we want a revival? Here 1s the power. Are you weak,
friend? Here is the power. Are your sins like scarlet, friend? Here
is all power. He can save to the uttermost. He saved the dying
thief. He saved Paul. He saved the jailer at Philippi. He saved
John Bunyan. He saved Hadley. He saved me. He can save you.



To God be eternal praise and glory.

"He giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no
might, He increaseth strength." Can we not trust Him? Can
you not cast your care on Him, yea, all of 1t? For He careth for
you. Just think of the millions of whirling swirling worlds He
engineers from day to day, without a hitch, and has everyone to
come in on the tick. Our old world is doing a million and a half
miles every day going sometimes slower, sometimes faster, and
coming in on the dot. We have travelled more than fifty thousand
miles since coming into Church an hour ago, and not one of you
felt a jar. Not anyone felt the slightest shake, and all these million
worlds moving! Nothing still! Countless, colossal, orbs rushing
at lightning rate, yet no collision, no confusion! "Not one of them
faileth,..." says the prophet. Not one of them comes in a moment
tardy. Frederick the Great did all in his power to make a few
clocks swing their pendulums together but he gave it up. Yet here
are all lengths, breadths, longer, shorter, swinging — this way,
that way, every way — and not one ever misses its function. My
God 1s the Creator and Mover of them all, yet He remembers you,
He remembers me.

"The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament
showeth His handiwork." What is the glory of God? What is the
glory of anything? The glory of a thing is that quality, or attribute
which secures unanimity of praise. And the glory of God 1s His
praise-worthiness, His infinite excellence. "Holy, holy, holy, Lord
God of hosts. The whole earth 1s full of His glory." "And the glory
of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together; for
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." Now this 1s it that constitutes
the glory of God — His holiness, His sovereignty, His grace, His
salvation. His salvation includes you and me. "Do you suppose,"
said Tommy, as his little sister laid away her largest apple for
a sick girl; "do you suppose that God cares for us little folks?
Is He not too busy caring for the big folks to notice us much?”

Mary shook her head and pointed to Mama holding the baby. "Do

you think that Mama would forget the baby? She thinks of the
baby first, 'cause he's the littlest." Mary was right. Let the child
teach us. God's first concern is for the little ones, the feeble ones.
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"He giveth power to the faint and to them that have no
might He increaseth strength; even the youths may faint and be
weary and the young men may utterly fall; but they that wait
upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall
walk and not faint." "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear Him; for He knoweth our frame, He
remembereth that we are dust." He marks the sparrow's fall.

Wonder of wonders, marvel of marvels, "The very hairs
of your head are all numbered" — not counted, but numbered.
"He telleth the number of the stars." He does not count them. He
does not need to count them. He knows without counting. "He
calleth them all by name." Look up at them tonight and see them
shining. How plain those stars are, you say! How clearly you can
see them, one by one. He can see your life just as plainly, yea,
more clearly, looking down. Nothing is too small for God. "He
feedeth His flock like a shepherd. He will gather the lambs in His
arm and carry them 1n His bosom, and will gently lead those that
give suck;" 1.e. that have their young. It is most unbelieveable; but
it is the immortal message of the Lord and Master, the value of
one human soul is such, as to cause the shedding of the precious
heart's blood of the holy, sinless Son of God. No teacher ever
worked on so minute a scale as the Lord Jesus. The crowds
followed Him; but He gave His deepest secrets to the few. "Many
are called; but few are chosen." Wonder of wonders, that we are
found amongst the chosen, washed in His blood and sealed with
the Holy Spirit. |

How many of you are lonely? How many of you are sick?
How many of you are sad this morning? How many of you are
saying, There is no one living who cares for me if I were to die
tomorrow? No one would shed a tear for me. I'm alone in this
wide, wide world — all alone. It is not so, Listen! "Lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end." He is with us in darkness as well
as in light; in sickness as well as in health; in poverty as well as in
wealth; 1n crooked places as well as in straight places. He never
leaves us, nor forsakes us.

(Reprint 1937)



God’s Timing and Purposes
(Eccl. 3 Contd)
Dr. Vicky Moots
44 time to keep silence, and a time to speak.” Ecc.
:7c

Perhaps you have heard it said that the tongue is the
strongest muscle in the human body, but that is not actually true.
It was mistakenly considered to be very strong because of its
endurance. It never tires out no matter how much work it does.

Spiritually, however, it is extremely powerful and has
more strength than a wild animal, as we discover in James 3:7-8:
“For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of
things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: But
the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly
poison.”

Man cannot tame the tongue, but God can. We see an
example of this in Luke chapter one where the angel Gabriel
announced to Zacharias the priest that he and his elderly wife,
who were childless, were going to have a son, and that his name
was to be called “John” (John the Baptist).

Zacharias doubted this and asked for a sign, to which
the angel replied in Luke 1:20, “...behold, thou shalt be dumb,
and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be
performed...” So, Zacharias’ “time to keep silence” lasted 9
months, until the baby was born, and he wrote, “His name is John.”
Verse 64 exclaims, “And his mouth was opened immediately, and
his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God.” It was now
his “time to speak...” If only we all were as eager to speak God’s
praises as he was!

The first time that keeping silence was mentioned in the
Bible is recorded in the book of Job, which is considered to be the
oldest of all the books in the Bible. Job 2:11 tells us that three of
Job’s friends came to mourn with him and to comfort him after the
sudden loss of all that he owned, the loss of his health and the loss
of his entire family, except for his wife. Verse 13 states, “So they
sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights,
and none spake a word unto him: for they saw that his grief was
very great.” Their time of silence contained more wisdom than
all of the eloquent words that they spoke to Job after those first

13



seven days contained in the next 34 chapters. We can learn a
lesson from Job’s comforters and that is to refrain from using a lot
of words to comfort those who are grieving. Sometimes the best
thing to say is nothing.

James gives us some good advice in his epistle, in James
1:19, concerning our tongue that will keep us out of trouble 1f we
will heed it: “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be
swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.” However, we find
that keeping silent is extremely difficult to do. Children must be
taught how to keep quiet, which is equally true for adults. Paul
recognized the difficulty of this task and gave us some homework
to do regarding keeping silent, in I Thess. 4:11: “...study to be
quiet, and to do your own business.” I think we all need to work
a little harder on that assignment!

David must have struggled somewhat with the difficulty
of keeping silent, for he stated in his prayer in Psa. 141:3, “Set a
watch [guard], O LORD, before my mouth; keep the door of my
lips.” He was actually asking the Lord to stand guard in front of
the door of his mouth and to not let any words escape that should

14 be held prisoner.

The Lord knew that we also would need someone to stand
guard before our mouth and has sent us the Holy Spirit to be our
“Paraclete” (one called alongside to help).

In I Samuel chapter one we read of Hannah’s time of
silence. She was barren for many years and yearned to have a son.
In desperation, one day when praying in the temple, v. 10 states,
“And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the Lord and
wept sore.” In vv. 12-13 we read, “And it came to pass as she
continued praying before the Lord...she spake in her heart; only
her lips moved, but her voice was not heard.” Eli, the priest, who
was watching her lips, thought she was drunk, but the Lord heard
her heart, for her spirit communed with God, and she became the
mother of Samuel, the prophet.

When we are so burdened that we are unable to put our
prayer into words, the Holy Spirit, who guards our lips, is also
able to intercede and to speak for us according to God’s will, as
Paul declares in Rom. 8:26-27: “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth
our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we

ought: but the Spirit itself [Himself] maketh intercession...for the
saints according to the will of God.”



In conclusion, Jesus also experienced “a time to keep
silence.” He spoke many words during His ministry, but He did
not speak in His own self-defense to refute the false accusations
against Him. His time of silence was so important that it was
prophesied in Isa. 53:7: “...he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
an as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth.”

This was fulfilled at the time of His trial when he was
brought before Caiaphas, the high priest, who asked Jesus, saying,
“Answerest thou nothing? But he held his peace, and answered
nothing...” Mk. 14:60-61 Then Jesus was brought before Pilate
for judgment, and we read, “And the chief priests accused him
of many things: but he answered nothing. And Pilate asked him
again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? Behold how many things
they witness against thee. But Jesus yet answered nothing...”
Mk. 15:3-5

Jesus remained silent and willingly suffered defamation
in order to accomplish God’s will. He allowed Himself, by His
silence, to become condemned to death so that He could bear our
sins upon the cross and we could be set free.

“...a time to keep silence, and a time to speak.” Ecc. 3:7c:

Jesus remained silent at the time of His trial, but He did not
remain silent on the cross. Even though it was physically difficult
for Him to speak while enduring the suffering of the crucifixion,
it is recorded in the Gospels that He spoke seven specific things
before He died. It was now His time to speak.

First, He asked His Father to forgive those who crucified
Him (Luke 23:34); second, He assured the repentant thief who
was hanging next to Him that he would be with Him in Paradise
(Luke 23:43); third, He committed the care of His mother to the
beloved disciple, John (John 19:26-27); fourth, He cried out in
despair, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”’ (Matt.
27:46); fifth, He stated, “I thirst” (John 19:28); sixth, He cried
out, “It 1s finished” (John 19:30); and His seventh and final cry
was to dismiss His spirit into His Father’s hands (Luke 23:46).

Each of these things which Jesus spoke were important,
but I would like to specifically discuss the sixth one: “It 1s
finished”, for it is the victor’s cry. Because of Jesus’ “time to
keep silence”, He was condemned to die. But because of His
death on the cross, the work of redemption was accomplished. It
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was finished, completed, once for all. The Lamb of God that was
able to take away the sin of the world had to be slain, but that was
not defeat. It was victory because He rose triumphant from the
grave: the Victor over death itself.

It is now our “time to speak”. The angel at the empty
tomb told the women, “He is not here: for he is risen, as he said...
go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead...”
Matt. 28:6-7

Just prior to ascending into heaven, Jesus commanded his
disciples, and the other believers with them, to preach the Gospel,
and He promised to send the Holy Spirit to empower them, and
us, to be witnesses of His resurrection, not only in Jerusalem but
unto the uttermost parts of the earth (Acts 1:8). Ten days later,
the Holy Spirit was poured out on the Day of Pentecost, and 3,000
people were saved. The good news began to spread even farther
after the lame man at the temple gate was healed through the
ministry of Peter and John.

But then the persecution began. The religious leaders
were “grieved that they (Peter and John) taught the people, and
preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead” (Acts
4:2), so they arrested and questioned them. At this point they
tried to silence them by threatening them: “and commanded them
not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. But Peter and
John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight
of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For
we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard”
(Acts 4:18-20). Isn’t that what witnesses are supposed to do: to
speak what they have seen and heard? We are to do the same, as
we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be His witnesses, and not
to keep silent.

We read of further attempts to silence the early apostles
in Acts 5:18-21, which states that they “laid their hands on the
apostles, and put them in the common prison. But the angel of the
Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth,
and said, Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the
words of this life. And when they heard that, they entered into the
temple early in the morning, and taught.”

They could not be silent, for it was their “time to speak™, as
they had been commanded by God. When they were discovered
teaching in the temple, the high priest asked them, “Did not we



straightly command you that ye should not teach in this name? ...
Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought
to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:28-29). Then they were
beaten and commanded again not so speak in the name of Jesus
before they were released. But they did not keep silent, for v. 42
declares, “...they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”
Neither did Paul and Silas keep silent when they were beaten
and cast into the inner prison and placed in stocks for preaching
the gospel. Acts 16:25 tells us, “And at midnight Paul and Silas
prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.”
You would think that midnight would be a time to keep silent! But
it was their “time to speak”, and they could not be silenced.

In the midst of our darkest night and our deepest trial,
when there seems to be no way out, and we are imprisoned by
doubt and fear, we need to lift our voices to God in praise and not
allow Satan to silence us. In addition, in these last days, we are
living in a time of deep spiritual darkness, and midnight is fast
approaching. Now is not the time to keep silent, for the spiritual
prisoners in bondage all around us need to hear us singing and
praying and praising God so that they can be set free.

We have been called to be witnesses, to speak “the truth,
nothing but the truth.” Satan is, through various means, including
the pandemic, still trying to silence the voices of ministers and
other Christians at this present time, even here in America, just as
he did 2,000 years ago. Last summer, the governor of California
instituted a policy banning singing or chanting in church since it
might spread the virus, and yet large crowds of protesters were
allowed to shout and chant while marching in the streets. Don’t
be fooled into thinking that persecution won’t come to Christians
in America. :

Satan knows that faith comes by hearing the Word of God,
and he is using fear to close churches and to close the mouths of
believers in order to try and prevent the Word of God from being
spoken. We need to pray in the same manner as did the early
apostles, in Acts 4:29, when they were under persecution: “And
now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants,
that with all boldness they may speak thy word.” Then we, too,
will have the holy boldness to do as God commanded 1n Isa. 58:1:
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet...” for now
1s our “time to speak.”

(To Be Continued)
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REFLECTIONS

66 y times are in thy hand: deliver me from the hand
of mine enemies, and from them that persecute

me. Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: save me for thy
mercies' sake.” Psa. 31:15-16

The times of which David speaks are surely varied. He
gives here two overall summaries of such times which may
often appear to be contradictory to one another. The first is a
reference to some very difficult paths wherein God’s deliverance
is desperately needed. Next comes the delightful experience of
time spent in His Presence, enjoying the glorious glow of His
countenance,

Thus, all our times are also most assuredly in His hand.
Many worthies of faith have testified of such times in their own
lives. Job proclaimed these memorable words after his well-
intentioned wife argued that he should curse God and die because
of great difficulty. ... What? shall we receive good at the hand of
God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with
his lips.” Job 2:10  Paul declared the same truth with these
iconic words. “And we know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them who are the called according
to his purpose.” Rom. 8:28 There is no doubt that the apostle had
already proved these words to great degree in his own life. David
again cries out that “The steps of a good man are ordered by the
LORD:...” Psa. 37:23  Solomon likewise testifies that “There
shall no evil happen to the just:...” Prov. 12:21 The key word
here 1s “...happen...” because the experiences of God’s people,
pleasant or disheartening, are not coincidence or happenstance.
Rather “My times are in his hand...” and the steps of the good
new creation man are specifically “...ordered of the LORD....”

It 1s a great joy to rest in these assertions because as David




proclaims in the opening text, all these experiences of salvation
are “...for thy mercies sake.” Titus plainly declares that, “...the
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,”
Tit. 2:11 This means that any time grace appears there will be
salvation whether it be from great difficulty or as David declares
above, into that bright realm wherein He will “...Make thy face
to shine upon thy servant:...”

This glorious mercy or grace is also personified as “a
mother,” for Paul plainly proclaims that “...Jerusalem which is
above 1s free, which 1s the mother of us all.” Gal. 4:26 The
apostle’s instruction here surrounds two women, both of whom
had borne a child to Abraham. Hagar represents the covenant
of law which “... answereth to Jerusalem which now i1s, and is in
bondage with her children.” Gal. 4:25 Divine Grace 1s likened
unto Sarah, a mother who is very defensive of her children as
she demanded that Abraham “...Cast out this bondwoman and
her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my
son, even with Isaac.” Gen. 21:10 God agreed with her and thus
Paul explains; “Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out
the bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall
not be heir with the son of the freewoman.” Gal. 4:30

Thus, Divine Grace is portrayed as a very aggressive
“mother” who will inject her presence into all times which may
be required to bring forth the fullness of God’s purposes into the
lives of her children. It is with great joy that God’s people can
find complete rest in all His decisions, knowing as did David that
ALL “My times are in thy hand:...”

GH
ANNOUNCHEMEBENT:

“Streaming” means that viewers can join us at Gospel
Fellowship in “real time” as the services are taking place. Sunday
School at 10 A.M. CST with worship following at 11 AM.
Afternoon services begin at 1:30 PM. Wed. prayer meeting and
bible study at 7 PM. Bible College classes: Synthesis: Mon.
Exposition Thurs. and Prophecy, Fri. all begin at 7 PM CST.
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Our Waiting!
Ray Quintana
x4 y soul, wait thou only upon God; for my
expectation is from him. He only is my rock and
my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved. In God
is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my
refuge, 1s in God.” Psa. 62:5-7

It is so difficult to be calm and wait in the day of trouble.
What happens sometimes when we are told in the natural to wait?
We are not a waiting people, and 