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OF THE

END
By Gene Hawkins

“Andthere shall be signsin the sun, and in the moon, andin the
stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and
the waves roaring; Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking
after those things which are coming on the earth:.....” Lk. 21:25,26

“After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth
beast, .....and it had ten horns. I considered the horns, and, behold,
there came up among them another little horn, before whom there
were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots:” Dan. 7:7,8

“In the first year of Darius ....... In the first year of his reign
I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the
word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would
accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.” Dan. 9:1,2

aniel understood by books, --- the writings of Jeremiah-----

that the seventy year captivity of the Jews had come to an
end. He also knew that the Babylonish Empire had collapsed
in one night (Dan. 5:30,31) and the Medo-Persia era had begun.
The prophet, however, did not understand the specifics of
why there was not a mass exodus of Jews back to Jersusalem.
Today, there are many overcoming Christian who likewise
understand the “times and the seasons,” and *“. . .. know perfectly that
the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.” I Thess. 5:1-2
There are those who “know” beyond doubt that conditions 1n this
world are absolutely “ripe” forthe coming of Jesus, and we continue
torejoice greatly that we do see that day approaching. Like Daniel,
however, there are exact specifics that are still hidden from view.
According to the text from Luke 21 quoted above, the world

1S 1n an even greater state of consternation and perplexity, due to
the uncertainty surrounding this world. Some political analysts
and prognosticators are still in a great turmoil trying to understand;
in the midst of an economy completely 1n the tank, an impending
scandal out of Benghazi, L.ibya, which some high ranking officials
believe could rival Watergate, along with total chaos in the Middle
East, how the American Presidential election could end as 1t did.
The answer 1s quite simple: “Blessed be the name of God



for ever and ever;.....he removeth kings, and setteth up kings:.....”
Dan. 2:20,21 God has done this from the beginning of time, but 1t
became most acutely prominent in 606 B.C. when He turned the
political reins of government over to The Gentiles. These Gentile
Powers were given liberty to rule as they pleased, but Daniel makes
it very clear that God will advance whom He will to any political
seat, around the world. Thus Babylon became the first Gentile
World Empire, with Nebuchadnezzar serving as its golden head.

Equally mmportant 1s the fact that God always has a
purpose in  His Choices, and so many of those desires center
around Israel. Nebuchadnezzar was charged with bringing
Jerusalem 1n captivity. Seventy years later, m fulfillment of
Divine Prophecy, Babylon succumbed to the lesser regime of
Medo-Persia, as Darius the Mede dethroned Belshazzar. Cyrus,
the Persian next dommated the scene, God calling him “my
shepherd.” Isa. 44:28 Isaiah prophesied that this Gentile king
would free the Jews from their seventy year captivity, a great
number of years before they were even carried away into Babylon.

The Grecian Empire appeared on the horizon in due time
with Alexander The Great at the helm. His rule was swiit and
eificient, but again God showed Who was 1n charge when, after
his demise, the kingdom was divided into four major partitions,
ruled by Alexander’s four generals. These divisions were passed
down to the Roman Empire and remain i place even to this
present day, with the East and West being especially prominent.

The Roman Empire was among the cruelest dominions
on earth, and 1t too had a great impact on The Jews. Many
preachers have pointed out that God could have brought His
Son 1nto the world at any time 1n history, but He determined that
The Jew, Christ Jesus, should be born as a Babe 1n a manger,
during this same Roman era, specifically to redeem ....us
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for 1t 1s
written, Cursed 1s every one that hangeth on a tree.” Gal. 3:13

God has, m no wise relinquished His Authority 1n
choosing heads of state during these “modern” times, and such
choices very often involve His Own Chosen People. Daniel 4:17
declares “...that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men,
and giveth 1t to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over 1t the
basest of men.” This was certainly manifest in Jesus’ time, but 1t

1s also quite evident 1n the last days when men like Adolph Hitler,




and Mussolin1 were given such power of the Jews. Despite the
holocaust, however, God removed those wicked kings, not only
delivering His people, but bringing them forth as a fledgling nation
in 1948. American President Harry Truman claims the distinction
of being the first world leader to recognize it, once again proving
that God always has His man 1n place at the proper time. America
was founded and built by men like George Washington, Thomas
Jetferson, and Abraham Lincoln, on godly principles and the
tenets of scripture, and they too ruled by God’s decree. Despite
the “voting” process, rulers are still chosen by God. Sometimes,
as 1 the case of Israel’s first king, Saul, God often gives men
exactly what they want, but 1t 1s to their hurt, even as Israel
discovered. God tried to console Samuel declaring that *. .. .they
have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should
not reign over them.” I Sam. 8:7 Later on, after tremendous
hardship 1n Israel, the people acknowledged their wrong as they
came to Samuel asking him to “...Pray for thy servants unto
the LORD thy God, that we die not: for we have added unto
all our sins this evil, to ask (demand) us a king.” I Sam. 12:19

History shows clearly that God has indeed performed His
purposes through the leaders He has chosen. This 1s true around
the world, as He literally puts the pieces of the puzzle 1n place for
these last days. Scripture 1s quite plain showing that Catholicism
will greatly influence government in the end of this age, and
John Kennedy undoubtedly did more to inject Catholic influence
into modern era politics, since the early Roman Popes. Richard
Nixon’s Watergate scandal sent reverberations throughout the
political world and literally changed the tactics of men even, down
to this present day. The 1ron and clay of democracy, foretold 1n
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream image (Dan. 2:43) was greatly advanced
by men like former Pres. George Bush, and every President and
world leader from 1948 has been faced with the question: what do
we do with Israel? These are only afew examples of the factthat God
has always put men 1n power to fulfill His Own Will and Purpose.

This brings us to the present. The world has come to the
very brink of ttme when the aforementioned Daniel 7:7.8 will
be fulfilled. “After this I saw 1n the night visions, and behold a
fourth beast, .....and i1t had ten horns.” The horn, in scripture,
symbolizes power, and these horns speak of national powers.
Some of our day, boast of being “super-powers,” and The U.S.




42 months, (Rev. 13:5) to complete his Satanic mission, which
will culminate with the battle of Armageddon. He then, along
with the false prophet, will be cast into the lake fire. Rev. 19:20

Then comes the period known as the millennium, wherein
Satan 1s bound a 1000 years and Christ reigns as God, with Israel
as the head and not the tail of the nations. Deut. 28:13 They
will finally be the “kingdom of priests,” which God envisioned,
(Deut. 19:6) and will lead the entire world 1n righteousness unto
The Lord. The “day of the Lord,” that 1s the day of Christ, will
be consummated by the battle of Gog and Magog, followed
by the Great White Throne Judgment of unbelievers, (Rev. 20)
atter which Jesus will render the kingdom back up unto His
Father. “Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered
up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put
down all rule and all authority and power. For he must reign,
till he hath put all enemies under his feet.” I Cor. 15:24,25

God did promise i the days of Noah that the earth
would be destroyed and 1t was. Likewise, there will come
a day when the present world will also be destroyed, but
only be after the millennium! “And I saw a new heaven
and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth
were passed away; and there was no more sea.” Re 21:1

The great question today, 1s where are we on God’s time
table? Even the great destruction that will come to pass during
the devastating tribulation period will not bring forth the end
of the world. However, Jesus did positively affirm that all the
“wars and rumours of wars,” nations “rising against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom: and famines, and pestilences,” with
“earthquakes, 1n divers places,” would be a period known as “the
beginning of sorrows.” Matt. 24:6-8 We are presently in that
period of time, and have been for a number years. We have noted
numerous times that the word “sorrows,” 1s a word used to describe
the birth pangs of a woman with child when she 1s about ready to
deliver. Those “contractions,” become much more frequent, and
severe, as the delivery date approaches. Such 1s the case with our
world. Men may try and explain that these events have always
existed, and the only reason 1t seems that they are more frequent
and severe, 1s because we have better worldwide communications.
That latter statement 1s most assuredly true, a direct fulfillment of
the scripture, but make no mustake, all of these characteristics,




solution to the economic fiscal cliff looming over the country,
which must be solved within the next 60 days. America’s
credit rating has already been downgraded once and rumor has
it, that 1t will happen yet again, should the massive spending
continue at the same rate as before the election. Scripturally
speaking, the U.S. 1s also 1in dire straits as she has willingly
forsaken God, even to the point of banning His Name 1 our
schools.  The scriptural principles on which she was founded,
have also been greatly abandoned, and some are doing everything
possible to promote Islam. Her moral compass has completely
changed over the past few years, and violence, lawlessness,
ungodliness, and immorality have become a way of life. It 1s
hailed boasttully, by some, as “the new norm.” The hearts of
many godly Christians are in sympathy with Nehemiah & Daniel,
who acknowledged that the miseries which had come upon them
were because they had forsaken The Lord and His Righteousness.

We noted earlier that so many of God’s purposes 1n
His leaders, center on Israel. That 1s surely true in regard to
the economic ability of America. We know that nations will be
evaluated on thewr treatment of God’s chosen people, but there
will also come a day when no nation on earth will be able to
help them, no matter how well intentioned they may be. God
has assailed her repeatedly for trusting other “lovers” rather than
Himself, and the time will arise when this once glorious nation
will be forsaken by all others. She will then make the infamous
covenant of death, with the antichrist, recorded in Dan. 9:27 &
Isa. 28:15. The U.S. 1s fast approaching a line where she will no
longer have the economic power to help herself, let alone Israel.

We wonder 1f this 1solation of Israel has already begun,
at least 1n Israel’s mind. The Kansas City Star reported recently
that Prime Minister Netanyahu “reiterated his willingness
to attack the Iranian nuclear program without support from
Washington or the world, returning to an aggressive posture
that he had largely abandoned since his U.N. speech 1n
September.” Danny Danon, a member of PM. Netanyahu’s
ruling Likud party carried this same message, as he also
reportedly told Middle East correspondent and talk radio host
Aaron Klem: “We cannot rely on anyone but ourselves.”

Many of us do admire the “spunk” of this little nation, but
as of now, we know from scripture that they are in deep trouble




which will continue to escalate. Only the rule of the antichrist will
bring them to their knees whereby they will finally accept their
Messiah, and though we support and pray earnestly for this chosen
people, we surely know that great difficulty lies ahead for them.

Now for the good news! It has been extremely painful
and disheartening to watch the decline of our beloved America
over the past few decades, and 1t has become much more acute
in recent years. God’s Word also declares plainly that conditions
will become worse, and 1t will only end when Israel, America,
and the whole world are plunged 1nto tribulation. A great number
of Christians can most assuredly identify and sympathize with
Daniel as he grieved for his own beloved people, Israel. But,
just as Daniel did not live to see the fullness of the troublous
times prophesied for Israel, we too could well watch all these
things unfold from the air, having been transported to glory on
that first translation tide. What a glorious prospect! We really do
not know, nor do we NEED to know, whether these conditions
regarding the horns of Daniel 7 will actually come to pass
betore we exit this world or not. These scenarios are presented
to show us that we are living 1n the last of the last days. Our
burden today must be to follow the pattern set by Daniel. The
quotation from Daniel 9 at the beginning of this article, tells us
that the prophet knew the captivity of his people was over. He
was greatly concerned, however, that he had seen no evidence of
a mass exodus of Jews back to Jerusalem, and thus began a very
lengthy prayer of intercession, especially for the restoration of
the city and the sanctuary. Dan. 9:16,17 We too, know the “times
and the seasons,” and “...know perfectly that the day of the Lord
so cometh as a thief i the night.” I Thess. 5:1-2 Our prayer,
however, 1s not for the restoration of this land or the world, as was
Daniel’s, for scripture plainly tells us that ... that day shall not
come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin
be revealed, the son of perdition;” There will be no revival in
this world before Jesus returns! Contrary to popular teaching in
the Church today, neither America, nor any other country of this
world, will be spared the great tribulation which 1s coming “upon
all the world to try them.” Rev. 3:10 Jesus 1s, “coming as a thief
1in the night,” meaning that the majority of this world will never
know He has made such an appearance. The Church, as a whole,
1s 1n the passive, lukewarm, condition portrayed by the Church at




Laodicea. Paul describes 1t here in I Thess. 5 as a time of darkness,
sleep, and drunkenness, meaning that men are simply not aware
of the environment surrounding them, and will be oblivious to the
fact that Jesus has come, as a thief. But what valuable treasure
will He come to steal away from their mudst? Quite simply
the rib portion of the Church, stolen away while the bulk of the
sleeping Body of Christ, remains 1n 1ts stupor. She 1s His Bride,
The Church at Philadelphia, to whom He promised “I also will
keep thee from (out of) the hour of temptation,....” Rev. 3:10

Thus, the prayer for us 1s found in Jude 20. “But ye,
beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying
in the Holy Ghost, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” The
promised result for such a petition 1s found 1n V. 24,25. “Now
unto him that 1s able to keep you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To
the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion
and power, both now and ever. Amen.” Paul conveys this
same truth to the Thessalonian believers exhorting them: “But
let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate
of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. For
God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by
our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake
or sleep, we should live together with him.” I Thess. 5:8-
10  The salvation here 1s not deliverance from hell, which
the Thessalonians already possessed, but rather freedom from
the throes of tribulation, shortly to come upon this world.

Daniel’s prayer for the restoration of Jerusalem will be
answered 1n due time, but he had to learn that 1t was not going
to happen at the time then present. We too must pray for the
world, not to be restored, but “.... of some have compassion,
making a difference: And others save with fear, pulling them
out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.”
Jude 22,23 Jesus further exhorted us to “occupy (engage,
mingle) till I come.” Lk.19:13 We must be about our Father’s
business until we be taken out of this world, but rather than
succumb to despair, let us “look up,” and pray earnestly for
the fulfillment of Jesus final glorious promise to us: “Surely I
come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Rev. 22:20




The Birth of a King

A. 8. Copley

“And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom
was born Jesus who is called Christ." Matt 1:16.

S ome folk condemn us forwritingonthissubject, especially
because we emphasize the birth of Jesus at this season of the year.
We believe that He was born in Abid (April), of the Jewish sacred
year; whichisatthe Passover, because 1it1s written He was twelve years
old when He and His parents went to the feast. Luke2:42. Letus
note the many Scripture references to the birth of our Lord which have
been wrtten for our closest consideration and deepest appreciation.

First. Prophecies Concerning Christ. Three of these
cluster about His first advent and are very -captivating.

1. His birth foretold. Isaiah 7:14 declares, "Behold, a virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel." These
very words were quoted at His birth and thus fulfilled. The same
prophet gives another significant prophecy which includes both
the first and second advents of Jesus Christ. He says, "For unto us
a child 1s born, unto us a son 1s given: and the government shall be
upon His s. 10ulder " etc.—Isa. 9:6. Then the minor prophet Micah

g1ves a major prophetic word, beautiful and far-reaching. "But thou,
Bethlehem Ephratah though thou be little among the thousands of

Judah, yet out of thee shall He, come forth Unto me that 1s to be ruler
m Isracl; whose goings forth have' been from of old, from the days
of eterity.” Micah 5:2. In these words, to which Matt. 2:6 refers, the
Deity of the Babe of destiny 1s declared. In beautitul and majestic
language, the birth of our glorious Lord was foretold; and they
were all fulfilled. Again and again Matthew says, "That 1t might be
fulfilled as 1t was wrnitten." Even the coming of His forerunner,
John the Baptist, was foretold—See Isa. 40:3 and Mal. 8:1.

2. Prophecy of His Power. To Joseph an angel said,
"And she (Mary) shall bring forth a son and thou shalt call His
name JESUS; for He shall save His people from their sins"—
Matt. 1:21. Were such potent words ever written of any other
child? What other man, either before Him, or since His time has
been able to deliver men from sin? Many philosophers have arisen
and flaunted enticing theories on the public, purporting to make their
tellows better by their religions; but which one ever changed
man's smful heart? Who has ever given any man a new heart?
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or taken away his stony heart of rebellion and unbeliet ? Nay! nay!
Not one; but it 1s still true—"There 1s none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved"—Acts
4:12. For 1900 unchanging years, men have demonstrated the
ample sufficiency of Jesus Chrnist to save all that come unto God
by Him. We have leamed also that multitudes of people, looking
forward thru the telescope of faith, unto the Promised One, were
blessedly saved from their sins ; for "He 1s mighty to save and strong
to deliver. " And we are expecting, that in a short ttme, He will
save the Jewish nation as such; for 1t 1s written, "A nation shall be
borne at once." Then, after that He will save the other nations.

3. Prophecies of Christ's Dominion. These are many. "Of
the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end,
upon the throne of David and upon His kingdom to order 1t"
Isa. 9:7. "He shall reign for ever; His dominion shall be from sea
to sea; He shall reign in rnighteousness"—these are frequent and
common expressions thruout the Scriptures. Hear Daniel's thrilling
words—"I saw 1n the night visions, and behold one like the Son of
Man came with the clouds of heaven; ..... and there was given Him
dommmion and glory and a kingdom that all people, nations and languages
should serve Him: His dominion 1s an everlasting dominion which
shall not pass away and His kingdom, that which shall not be de-
stroyed"—Dan. 7:13,14. Praise God, we shall be associated with
Jesus 1n His glorious reign. "And the kingdom and dominion and the
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the
people of: the samts of the most High, whose Ismgdom 1s an everlasting
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him"—Dan. 7:27.

Second. The first Advent of Christ was entirely
supernatural, an unheard-of thing m history. Even this was prophesied.
Therefore, we read, "Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this
wise—When, as His mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before
they came together, she was found with child of the Holy
Ghost"— Matt. 1:18. He was begotten of the Father, "the'
only begotten Son of God"— John 1:14 and 3:18. Hence, He
was termed "that holy thing, ..... the Son of God" (Luke 1:35),
"holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners and made higher
than the heavens"—Heb. 7:26. "And i Him 1s no sin:" therefore,
He was able to "take away our sins"-1 John 3:5. We read of many
men of noble character and lofty principles, even praise-worthy
saints of high Christian standing: but which of them begat a




a smless child ? John the Baptist was announced to "be filled with
the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb," (Luke 1:15)
but he felt deeply the need of bemng baptized by the Lord. "That
which 1s born of the flesh 1s flesh; but that which 1s born of
the Spirit 1s spirit,” said Jesus years afterward. He became "the
Lord from heaven, spiritual and heavenly"-1 Cor. 15:46-48. "Never
man spake like this man spake." exclaimed His hearers, because
never be fore was such a man born as was He. He was not born as
others are born, stmply of flesh. Another striking fact 1s this,

Third. Satan sought His life at His birth. Joseph was
wamed m a dream that king Herod would "seek the young child to
destroy Him"—Matt. 2:13. What did Herod know about the future
of the child? The wise men had only asked him, "Where 1s He that 1s
born King' of the Jews?" The devil knew something of that Child
of destiny, and he put envy 1n the breast of Herod, who had all the
youths under two years slain in Bethlehem. He watched Him all His
days on earth. He tempted Him betore His public ministry began, to
hinder Him 1f possible. While asleep on a ship, a storm arose and
was about to drown Him and His disciples; but He awoke and
rebuked the winds, stirred up by the devil. Another time, His enemies
seized Him and tried to hurl Hum down over a precipice. His life
was 1 constant danger; but for His Father's constant protection.

It was foretold that the seed of the serpent should bruise
the heel of the seed of the woman. Consequently, Satan has sought
to overthrow and destroy the people of God thru-out the ages. The
Gentile nations were always a menace to Israel, and would have
demolished them many times 1f God had not interfered and de-
livered them. To this very day, we are in jeopardy every hour. The
devil will hinder us from being translated, as he tried Elyah, 1if
possible. He will stir up men to take our crown. Satan uses sickness,
auto accidents and other providences to hinder the saints and rob them
of God's best. But He who protected His only begotten Son Jesus,
will also keep those who put full trust in Him and His faithfulness.

Fourth. The Titles, given to the Baby Christ, are no small
item. Betore His birth, He was announced to be "the Son of the Highest,
the Son of God and Emmanuel," which latter was also prophesied of
Him. He was called "Jesus," or Savior. He was expected as, "King of
the Jews" and "Governor" over Israel and "Prophet of the Highest
and a Horn of Salvation!" Immediately after His birth, he was
pronounced "Jesus, the Consolation of Israel, the Lord's Anomted,
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a Light to lighten the Gentiles, the Glory of Israel." Seven hundred
years prior, Isaiah announced Him as "Wondertul, Counselor, The
Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." What
other child was ever born with so many sparkling necklaces en-
wrapping him? We read of "high born folk." Who was born higher
than our beloved Lord Jesus? Who ever inherited such, adorning
names, or brilhant titles? And think of the mystery of 1t all—the
Dignitary of sublimest destiny came to us by way of a cow-bam,
cradled mn a manger, having been repulsed from the hotel of honor
and wealth. They did not know that the Creator of the universe
Himself had arrived in swaddling clothes. O the condescension
of Jehovah! O what hidden sublimity! O how can humanity look
lightly upon such a scene? How can mtelligent men view such an event
and not fall down and worship the only holy man that ever lived?

Fifth. The Mag1 were expecting His birth. "Now when
Jesus was born 1 Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, there came wise men from the East to Jerusalem, saying,
Where 1s He, that 1s born King of the Jews ? for we have seen His
Star 1 the East and are come to worship Him." We are mformed
that "the Mag1 were originally one of the six tribes into which the
nation of the Medes was divided. Like the Levites under the Mosaic
institutions, they were intrusted with the care of religion (that 1s,
they were priests). Their office was had 1n the highest honor, gave
the greatest influence." In some way, God revealed His purpose
in a measure to them and made them to watch for a star 1n the
heavens, the sign of His advent. Balaam was compelled to say,
"There shall come a Star out of Jacob and a Scepter shall rise out
of Israel"—Num. 24:17. Accordingly, Jesus Christ 1s called "The
bri ght and morning Star" (Rev. 22:16), "the Day Star," which shall
arise 1n the hearts of the Jews when He shall be revealed to them.
D1id any wise men ever watch for the sign of the advent of any other
personage? Who else ever followed a star hundreds of mules to see a
new born king? Marvel of marvels—God's ways are past finding out.

Sixth. Shepherds in the country were startled i the night.
They were keeping watch over their flock by night. Even so was
God keepmng watch over them. "The glory of the Lord shone round
about them, and they were sore afraid." "Fear not," said the angel
. "for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people: for unto you 1s born this day in the city of David,
a Savior, which 1s Christ the Lord." The Father made the angels so




deeply interested m the miracle Child, that "suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
Glory to God 1n the highest and on earth peace, good will toward
men"—Luke 2:9-14. Whose birth other than Christ's ever demanded
such excitement and glorious welcome? What other birth stirred
the inhabitants of heaven and charmed the dwellers on earth?
Enoch walked with God for 300 years and never died. Abraham
beheved God and was called "the friend of God." Moses became a
renowned leader of a greatnation. Elijah had power over the heavens
to hinder the rain and again to make them give rain, and later went to
heaven without dying. David ruled over Israel for 40 victorious
years, was termed "the sweet simnger m Israel," and wrote many
psalms and hymns of praise. Solomon built a great temple for
the Lord, reigned long over Israel and wrote 2,000 charming songs.
All these and others were notable personages ; but not one of them
came on the stage of action enveloped with such splendor and
surrounded with such honors and attention as was true ot our adorable
Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed, the characters and ministries and
renown of those men was dependent by anticipation upon the holy
character, tested efficiency and His superlative conquest in death and
resurrection. The destiny of Israel and of the church was wrapped
up 1 that helpless bunch of innocence. No marvel that Stmeon held
Him 1n his glad arms and exclaimed in praise to God, '""Mine eyes
have seen Thy salvation." Luke 2:30 God manifest in human flesh
appeared 1n the temple that day—the destined Redeemer. and Savior
of men, the destined Head of the Church, our destined Bridegroom
and the destined King of kings and Lord of lords, King over Israel.

" All hail the power of Jesus' name.
Let angels prostrate fall.
Bring forth the royal diadem
And crown Him Lord of all.

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race
Ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him who saves you by His grace
And crown HIm Lord of all.”

Edward Parronet
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YOUR LIFE

David Albrecht

hat is your life? Pretty straight forward question,

[ would say. It could mean a lot of different
things though, such as what does your life amount
to? Or, what is important to you...what have you
accomplished...what is the legacy that you will leave
behind...what makes you tick, or maybe what makes
you feel fulfilled? For many men it might be... what do
you do for a living... and maybe even what do you have?
We have heard life compared to dozens of things:

“Life isa bowl of cherries!” “Life isa bed of roses!”, a “Rocky
road”, a “Merry-go-round” or a “Circus”. One Christian
song writer from years ago said ,” Life is like a Mountain
Railroad.” Can you find your assignment in there? It seems
there are many interesting perspectives to consider. James
posed this question in his letter to believers in a way that
[ feel really puts life in perspective in regard to eternity.
He said, “For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that
appeareth fora little time, and then vanisheth away” (James
4:14). One translation of this verse says, “Your life is like
the morning fog...it’s here a little while, then it’s gone.” In

a word - your life on earth and mine are very, very SHORT!
You and [, as Christians, are on TEMPORARY

ASSIGNMENT! We have things to accomplish and not
much time to get them done. We have lives to touch. There

are people to help, many to lead and some to save. Don’t
get discouraged or sidetracked. There are many things the
enemy would put in our paths that would, in etfect, derail
us from what should be one of our primary goals —serving
God by helpingand loving people. Jesussaid, “And the cares
of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts
of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh
unfruitful” (Mark 4:19). He highlighted these 3 things:

1. “Cares of this world”..... we all have concerns
about things that can literally bog us down spiritually if
we don't just turn them over to the Lord and leave them
with Him. We are on TEMPORARY ASSIGNMENT
and are traveling very light; we need no extra baggage.

2. “Deceittulness of riches”..... this is a lie from the



enemy that promises money and things will make us happy
and that we just need more of it. We can find ourselves deep
into materialism and chasing little green pieces of paper if
we aren’t careful. We are on TEMPORARY ASSIGNMENT
and are not here to build ourselves a kingdom.

5. “Lusts of other things”..... is coveting
things that God did not provide us with or want us
to have. We are on TEMPORARY ASSIGNMENT
and want nothing that He hasn't given wus.

What we do in these few short years are critical
to our eternal well being and potentially to many others
with whom we have contact. Paul wrote, “But this I
say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both
they that have wives be as though they had none; they
that weep, as though they wept not;, and they that
rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as
though they possessed not...” (I Cor. 7: 29&30).

Recently I woke up one morning with these 4
words on my mind: “Your redemption draweth nigh”
(Jesus words, again, from Luke 21:28). What a hope! [ was
instantly reminded of my assignment and how temporary
it is <> a literal wakeup call to do more, say more and take
some kind of action. If you knew that today was your last
day to be away from home and that you would be going
home soon, you might prioritize things differently, live
differently, refocus and put your traveling clothes on. Let
me remind you, you can take nothing with you. Oh, to be
like Abraham who was a pilgrim and a stranger in the land.
The Bible says he “looked for a city which hath foundations,
whose builder and Maker is God” (Hebrews 11:10).

Be confident in your assignment today and
consoled in its tenure. You are a Special Agent selected
for a specific mission. God has called YOU to be a witness
for Him. You were bought with a price, the Precious
blood of The Lamb, slain before the foundation of the
world. You are an ambassador of The Most High God;
a frontline representative of The Lord Jesus Christ. You
are assigned to do the work of the ministry of The Body
of Christ. It is His presence, His power, and His Spirit
living in you that will enable you to be the shining light
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God wants you to be. It is Christ in you, the hope of glory,
that will appeal to the lost or hurting of this world we live
in. You are empowered to help others! You could save
some from the fire! Your assignment is only temporary
and you can take nothing from this earth with you when
you leave A except people. Let Him shine through you!

Sometimes we seek direction

Or some purpose from the Lord
and. . .
All the while we’re list'ning for His voice
It was written in His Word.

&g\ -

THE ROYAL BIRTH

Oh, thou Bethlehem Ephratah,
thou town of little worth.
How sovereign, the chosen place
of Jesus matchless birth;
For out from thee has come the King
\Who soon shall rule the earth.

Oh, thou Bethlehem Ephratah,
who art almost unknown;
Yet from thy midst, the seer declared,
should come great Israel’s Stone—
The Ruler, who shall sit upon
the universal throne.

Oh, thou Bethlehem Ephratah,
what glory shall be thine!
When men of ev'ry kKindred
shall bow at His great shrine!
And thou canst point to Him and say,
That Royal One Is mine.
Mary M. Bodie
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“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold,
a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel.” Isa 7:14

“And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” Luke 2:12

?

aul, a Jew, declared plainly that *“....the Jews require asign,...’
(I Cor. 1:22) but when this one appeared, they seemed to be
completely oblivious to it. Joseph, Mary’s husband “...a just
man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded
to put her away privily.” Matt. 1:19 His actions are certainly
proof that the Jews, as a whole, did 1n no wise recogonize the
“sign” that had appeared before their eyes, and even years later
strongly hinted at the prospect that Jesus, contrary to themselves,
was mdeed “born of fornication.” John 8:41 The lowly sheperds
seemed to have been of a different mindset as *“...said one to
another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing
which 1s come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto
us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and
the babe lying in a manger.” Luke 2:14,15 Simeon, likewise did
not 1gnore this “small sign,” placed before him when the Latter
was only eight days old. He cried out 1n great recognition as he
“... him up 1 his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared
betore the face of all people;..” Luke 2:28-31 Anna too, coming
into the temple “.....1n that instant gave thanks likewise unto the
Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption 1n
Jerusalem.” V. 38
Satan and his ungodly surrogate Herod, however, were
not so observant. They heard about the “sign” of His Star from
the wise men, but that could have been up to two years after
Jesus appeared 1in the Bethelehem stable. Thus, the decree to slay
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“....all the children that were in Bethlehem, and 1n all the coasts
thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time
which he had diligently enquired of the wise men.” Matt. 2:16
Likewise 1n these end times wherin we dwell today, some seem
to be completely oblivious to the signs of Jesus second advent.
After Jesus informed the disciples that their beautiful and beloved
temple would be totally destroyed they asked Him “what sign will
there be when these things shall come to pass?” Luke 21:17 He
then proceeds to list a vast array of signs describing upheaval
which will affect every area of life. The Master concludes by
emphatically declaring “And when these things begin to come
to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh.” Luke 21:28

Those signs are upon us just as surely as the sign
announcing Jesus’ first advent. We can choose to 1gnore them or
be like Stmeon, knowing that we too have the glorious opportunity
to see and experience “...thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared
before the face of all people;..”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

President’'s Day Weekend Convention
L iving Waters Tabernacle,
Denver, CO
February 15-17, 2013

Come fellowship with like-minded saints during this annual
gathering. Sermons, studies, and plenty of food will be provided
throughout the weekend. You’ll be encouraged and refreshed in
the Lord as His love abounds!

For further information, please contact
Shelli Coe (303) 791-5567

The Book of Jude has been reprinted and is now ready for distribution.

Please order online at gjhawk1@msn.com or from P.O. Box 831,
Grandview, Mo. 64030
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The Bells of
Bethlehem

Mary M. Bodie

€6For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given.

And the government shall be u